
Human Papillomavirus  
& Dentist Champions

In California, there is a disproportion in vaccination rates among 
the state’s counties. Oropharyngeal cancer is now the most common 
cancer attributed to HPV in the United States, surpassing rates 
of cervical cancer recorded in 2019. Dentists can support and 
promote HPV vaccination by educating their patients.

 F HPV is linked with 70% of oropharynx 
cancers. Certain strains of HPV cause 
70% of oropharyngeal cancers in the 
U.S., affecting about 13,500 people 
each year.

 F The HPV vaccine is cancer prevention. 
Children should get the HPV vaccine 
series at age 11 or 12 but can receive 
the vaccine as early as age 9. To 
achieve the best immune response, the 
HPV vaccine is most effective when 
given before age 13 and provides 
long-lasting protection.

 F Capitalize on patient visits. Adolescent 
patients tend to see the dentist twice 
yearly, which may be more often than 
they see their primary care provider. 
This is a window of opportunity 
for dental professionals to provide 
counseling to parents and caregivers 
about the HPV vaccine and HPV’s link 
to oral cancer.

Use Concise Messages

Tips for Talking About HPV

®

You have the power to 
protect your child against 
several types of cancer. 

We now have a vaccine to 
help prevent oral cancer!

As a parent or caregiver, 
you can safeguard your 
children against oral 
cancer through the  

HPV vaccine.



Dentists & HPV Conversations

How to start the conversation

“Did you know your pediatrician recommends a vaccine that can prevent HPV, 
and that HPV can cause cancer? Your child is the right age to be vaccinated. It’s 
time to ask your pediatrician about it.”

Parent or caregiver may ask... ...Dentists can say*

What is HPV? HPV is the most common sexually 
transmitted infection in the U.S. It can 
cause genital warts and many types of 
cancer, including oropharyngeal and 
cervical. 

How common is HPV and  
HPV-related cancer?

Nearly everyone will have HPV in their 
lifetime, usually with no symptoms or 
treatment needed. But HPV does cause 
31,000 cancer cases each year in the  
U.S., of which about 11,000 are 
oropharyngeal cancers.

Why is it important now? If administered before age 15, the immune 
response is so strong that boys and girls 
only need a two-shot series. After age 
15, they need three shots to get the same 
response and protection.

Is the vaccine safe and effective? The vaccine protects against the types of 
HPV that cause oral cancers. Over 170 
million doses of the HPV vaccine have 
been administered and no serious safety 
concerns have been identified.

How much does the vaccine cost? All children ages 11–12 should be 
vaccinated. In California, it is universally 
covered for children regardless of insurance.

*Examples from the American Cancer Society
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California counties with lower HPV vaccination  
rates have higher HPV attributable cancer rates.
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